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Architect. Researcher at the Centre for Architecture and Urban Studies (CEAU), of the Faculty of Architecture of 
the University of Porto, Portugal (FAUP), within the group on Territory Dynamics and Morphologies (MDT).  

PhD thesis on planning in developing countries, focusing on dwelling and policies for improvement of 
informal areas in urban and rural contexts specially in African territories, and having São Tomé and 
Príncipe as case study. Team member of a research project on territorial cohesion in Portugal.  

Interest and work on spatial justice, social vulnerabilities and spatial exclusion, policies for poverty 
reduction, intervention in informal settlements and urban resilience.  

Experience in policy analysis, spatial analysis (GIS, statistical data, architectural surveying) and report 
compilation. Certificate of Proficiency in English, Portuguese as native language, oral and reading 
comprehension of French, Spanish and Italian.     

 

educational background                       

2016    PhD thesis from the Faculty of Architecture of the University of Porto, Portugal (FAUP) on planning in 
developing countries, supervised by Manuel Fernandes de Sá (Architect and Planner, Emeritus 
Professor, UP) and Rui Fernandes Póvoas (Engineer, Ph.D., FAUP). This research has allowed to 
develop expertise in contributions to the debate and intervention for tackling precarious living 
conditions in urban and rural settlements in the southern hemisphere, namely:  

- to detect relevant contributions in the international debate for the perception and intervention in areas 
of settlement of the low-income population;   

- to understand the relations between past inheritance and the perpetuation or rupture of poverty cycles;  

- to closely observe the urbanization of poverty in different contexts and territories, reviewing their past 
and current policies and planning approaches;  

- to map territorial asymmetries and thus illustrate spatial differences in vulnerabilities;  

- to document the spatial repercussions of poverty through the dwellers’ point of view, through small 
civil construction workers that build (or provide materials for) precarious houses, and through 
technicians who work in institutions whose mission is to reduce poverty and its spatial materialization;  

- and finally, to contribute to discussing ways to improve the success of policies for intervention.     

2008    Specialization in Methodologies of Intervention in Architectural Heritage. The course gathered both 
theoretical and practical training, as well as a project of rehabilitation of buildings of relevant 
architectural value.   

2007    Graduation in Architecture by the Faculty of Architecture of the University of Porto, Portugal. Training in a 
renowned school of architecture (home to two Pritzker-awarded architects), with training in architecture 
project, urban studies and social affairs related with the built environment.   

2005-6   Year of studies at the Techniches Universität Berlin, Germany. This period focused on specific training 
in planning in developing countries, namely on infrastructures, planning systems and housing policies, 
as well as a project on informal settlements in Mumbai, India, with an in loco workshop.  

 

 professional and academic experience  

2016-8   Member of the research project “Coast to Coast – Late Portuguese Infrastructural Development in Continental 
Africa (Angola and Mozambique): critical and historical analysis and postcolonial assessment”, coordinated by Ana 
Vaz Milheiro and hosted by ISCTE-IUL. 



 

Collaboration in classes at the university, communications in national and international conferences and 
publication of papers on ongoing research. Organization of conferences, lectures and debates. 
Preparation of applications for project funding (Alfa III, Horizon2020 and FCT). 

  2013-7 Classes “Planet of slums: discussion”, “International debate on social disparities”, “Urban policies and 
intervention programmes” and “Between mending and fixing: the case of São Tomé and Príncipe” at 
the subject Urbanisation of Poverty, Master in Architecture, Faculty of Architecture of the University of 
Porto, in the years 2015-16 and 2016-17. 

Class “Learning from the informal city”, at the subject Urbanistics I, Master in Architecture, Faculty of 
Architecture of the University of Porto, in the year 2012-13.  

  2013-5   Member of the team for the consultancy study on Strategic Orientations for Territorial Cohesion of the North-
western Metropolitan Area of Portugal, commissioned by the Portuguese Government and coordinated by 
Nuno Portas (Architect and Planner, Emeritus Professor). This study has allowed to achieve several 
outcomes, such as:  

- to identify pertinent bibliography on the condition of ‘scarcity’, its impact in the territory and in the 
need for a shift in planning policies;   

- to map recent dynamics, producing cartography to illustrate and explain recent challenges of the 
territory, combining statistical and morphological data with qualitative analysis of its uses;   

- collect relevant data through fieldwork, namely architectural surveying of the built environment in 
order to map needs and resources;  

- to recognize and characterize stakeholders, in order to detect potential for collaboration;  
- discuss different implementation strategies for common guidelines, according to specificity of context. 

2004-9 Freelance architecture practice, with a first-prize and an honorable mention in two international 
competitions. Internships in several architecture offices in Portugal, Germany and Greece.    

 

supervisions 

Ongoing co-supervision, with Teresa Calix, of the Master Thesis in Urban Planning and Project (MPPU) of 
the Faculty of Engineering of the University of Porto, entitled “La influencia de la participación ciudadana 
dentro de los procesos de diseño urbano arquitectónico, su materialización y sedimentación en el tiempo y el espacio”, of 
Grace Sánchez. 

Co-supervision, with Teresa Calix, of the Master Thesis in Architecture (MIARQ) of the Faculty of 
Architecture of the University of Porto, entitled “Do Quarto de Casa ao Bairro: [Re]qualificação dos Bairros 
Precários da Cidade da Praia”, of Kesia Mascarenhas de Oliveira Lima. 

    

 relevant publications  
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EURAU 2014 - Proceedings of the 7º European Symposium on Research in Architecture and Urban Design, 
Istanbul. Available online. 
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urban divide between the informal and the planned city. The African microstate of São Tomé and 
Príncipe as case-study.”, in EURAU 2012: Proceedings of the 6º European Symposium on Research in Architecture 
and Urban Design, Porto. Available online.  
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presentations at international conferences  

FERNANDES, Ana Silva; PEREIRA, Mariana; CALIX, Teresa (2016) “Portuguese Migrations: 
Historical Background, Trends and Integration”, International Workshop New Cities and Migrations, 
Florence, Italy, 11th-19th September 2016. 

FERNANDES, Ana Silva (2011) “Multi-scale research on vernacular and informal settlements in 
developing countries. The African archipelago of São Tomé and Príncipe as case-study”, IVAU Research 
Seminar, International Vernacular Architecture Unit, School of the Built Environment, Oxford Brookes 
University, Oxford, United Kingdom, 1st March 2011. 

FERNANDES, Ana Silva (2011) “Emergent planning: regeneration through empowerment in 
Developing Countries. São Tomé and Príncipe as case-study”, Research Student Conference, School of the 
Built Environment, Oxford Brookes University, United Kingdom, 23rd March 2011. 

 

additional training 

Training in GIS – Geographic Information System (ArcGIS and QGIS) as well as in Geographic database 
management (PostGRES and PostGIS), at the Centre for Architecture and Urban Studies (CEAU), 
Faculty of Architecture of the University of Porto, by GISGEO. 

Training in Topography, Faculty of Sciences of the University of Porto (FCUP), including na introduction 
to topography, topographic surveying, cartography production and use of a total station. 

Subject Cidades Portuguesas (Portuguese Cities), taught by Walter Rossa, at the PhD Programme in Architecture, 
Faculty of Architecture of the University of Porto, which focused on lusophone architecture in different 
territories. 

Subject Economia e Políticas do Desenvolvimento (Economy and Development Policies), taught by Carlos Pimenta 
and Argentino Pessoa, at the PhD Programme in African Studies, University of Porto, which focused on 
economic theories and policies, development, cooperation and statistical data.  

Subject Patrimónios Artísticos Africanos (African Artistic Heritage), taught by Manzambi Fernando, Vincent 
Negri and Gaël de Guichen, at the PhD Programme in African Studies, University of Porto, which focused 
on the specificity of African heritage in the diferente territories, entities and policies undertaken for its 
protection.   

 

 skills  

Software. Confident use of Geographic Information Systems (ArcGIS and QGIS), namely in statistical 
data analysis, spatial analysis, network analysis, digital elevation models and production of cartography. 
Confident use of GIS database management (PostGRES/PostGIS). Expert use of AutoCad (2D and 
3D), Office and Photoshop, confident use of Microstation.  

Hand tools. Confident in sketching and architectural surveying. Basic knowledge of topography. 

Languages. Portuguese as native language, fluent in English (attested by a Certificate of Proficiency in 
English by the Cambridge English Language Assessment process), confident oral and reading comprehension 
of French, Spanish and Italian.  

 


